What’s Next?

Revision Strategies for Writing Assignments
Adapted from a handout by Margaret Marshall
Major Revision—Revisions that re-think the assignment require massive changes, sometimes resulting in an almost entirely different paper.  You may have misunderstood the assignment or chosen an unwieldy topic.  You may find that your ideas on the topic have changed substantially.  You may find that you want to revisit the same idea from a different perspective or with a different tone.
Substantive Revision—Revisions that require you to expand, re-arrange, or reconsider aspects of your original paper might allow you to keep some of your original writing.  You will have to revisit the writing strategies you used to present that original idea and try some new organizational strategies or more carefully demonstrate and support your arguments.

Marking Revision—One of the most common types of assigned revision asks you to eliminate the marks of the assignment.  Professors don’t expect your papers to sound like “answers” to a “question.”  If you refer to the requirements of the assignment, for example, or if your implementation of the assignment criteria appears transparent, or forced, or awkward, your paper contains the marks of the assignment.  Imagine transforming this paper so that it could stand alone, outside of the class, and be intelligible to generally educated readers.  Refer to readings or class discussions in a way that would make those references understandable to someone outside the classroom.  

Depth Revision—Another frequently requested type of revision asks you to continue the work of the original paper.  Your essay was persuasive and interesting, but you ended it too quickly, without getting far enough into the subject or without considering the more pressing issue.  Perhaps you concluded too neatly in a paper about a topic that should not be oversimplified.  Revising in this way may be a matter of simply adding onto what you already have, but frequently the addition requires a slightly different frame.  In some cases the “larger” question allows you to position what you had previously written as an illustration or example, and requires that you add more examples to fully support the larger analysis.
Line-Editing Revision—This should be the last stage in your revision (there is not much point in editing first if you plan to change half of your sentences).  If your professor pointed out repeated mechanical errors, but did not mention anything else, it is possible that editing is the extent of the revision you have been asked to do.  (Double-check with your professor before assuming that this is all that’s expected of you).  This type of revision is asking you to proofread for mechanical errors (grammar, spelling, and punctuation). 
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