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Course Description:   Limit 1,422 characters 
Consumer Society: A Global History 
 
In the United States we are surrounded today with a seemingly limitless variety of consumer goods, and 
we offered constant reminders of the increasingly globalized nature of modern life.  Too often, 
however, such commentary reflects a shocking lack of understanding about the origins and evolution of 
consumer society.  Media coverage of globalization may be extensive, but it also betrays a superficial 
understanding of how changes in mass consumption are reshaping vast regions of the developing 
world.  This course offers a new perspective on these transformations by tracing the historical origins 
and evolution of consumer societies across the world.  Spanning an arc from the eighteenth century to 
the present, the course explores the impact of innovations in trading practices, industrialization, and 
commercial culture on everyday life in multiple societies.  The lectures and readings focus on cases 
studies in the Americas, Asia, Europe, and Africa that reveal underlying convergences as well as the 
unresolved social, ethical, and environmental problems associated with the rise of modern consumer 
societies.  Through weekly discussions, essays, and examinations, students will hone their talents for 
historical interpretation, including critical thinking and writing skills that are essential for success after 
graduation. 
 
Paraphrased by CM: 
Spanning an arc from the eighteenth century to the present this course examines the impact of 
innovations in trading practices, industrialization, and commercial culture on everyday life in multiple 
societies and how changes in mass consumption are reshaping vast regions of the developing world. 
 

 
Please include a brief rationale for this Course Addition:  
 
This course was selected for a College of Arts and Sciences Dean's award for course development 
in Spring 2011.  It offers a methodologically innovative introduction to world history and 
globalization studies through the history of consumption.  There are no other course like this 
being offered in the History Department, or as far as I can tell, in the College.  
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   Department Contact:      Professor Steve Stein – email srafael@miami.edu    phone 284-1854 
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