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WGS 202 

Introduction to LGBTQ Studies 
A Collaborative Syllabus developed by 

 
 Traci Ardren, Anthropology 

Steven Butterman, Portuguese (MLL) 
Richard Godbeer, History 
Robert Johnson, Sociology 
Brenna Munro,  English 

Gema Pérez-Sánchez, Spanish (MLL) 
 
Course Description 
 
 This course is the introduction to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and 
Queer Studies minor.  The LGBTQ Studies program is designed to allow students to 
explore sexuality and sexual minorities from a variety of perspectives.  The course will 
provide students with an introduction to a broad array of LGBTQ issues including visual 
and performing arts, literature, languages, history, social science, various theories, public 
policy and the law, families and other types of intimate relationships, crime, popular 
culture, and LGBTQ identities and communities.  It will be a core to the LGBTQ minor.   
 

The history of LGBTQ Studies extends to the beginnings of the LGBTQ 
movements of the last third of the previous century.  Today, the field addresses work in a 
broad range of scholarly disciplines including biological and cultural studies, in literature 
and anthropology, in the health sciences, history, and the visual arts. It ranges from 
archival research to the elaboration of queer theory, from the analysis of constitutional 
law to questions of public health, from the study of popular culture to investigations into 
the development and social construction of sexual identity.  Students are usually only 
exposed to these studies at the upper division levels of the curriculum in disparate 
departments.  An introductory course will make these upper division courses more 
accessible and meaningful, as well as serve as the basic core to the minor in LGBTQ 
studies. 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 
The course objectives are designed to: 
 

1. Introduce students to several different disciplinary perspectives 
2. Allow the student to be able to communicate in a well-reasoned manner when 

confronted by current issues.  
3. Allow the student to gain an understanding of topics related to gay, lesbian, 

bisexual and transgender issues and to developing an appreciation for queer 
language, theatre arts, and community cultures.  
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4. Allow the student to identify the major lacunae in the study of queer issues, 
including the vast unexplored terrains of bisexual, transsexual and transgender 
identities.  

5. Allow the student to learn how an accomplished person reasons to acquire new 
and accurate understandings of these issues and topics. 

6. Allow the student to students to gain an understanding of key terms in LGBTQ 
studies. 

7. Introduce transgender and intersex within the course reading/topics. 
8. Provide an introduction to a broad range of historical and (global) cultural themes. 

 
               Students with Disabilities.  In accordance with University policy, if you have a 
documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, 
please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an 
assignment for which an accommodation is required. Students with disabilities must 
verify their eligibility through the Office of Disability Services (ODS). 
 
 
Required Texts 
 
Green, Jamison.  Becoming a Visible Man.  Nashville:  Vanderbilt U P, 2004. 
 
Nanda, Serena. The Hiras of India:  Neither Man Nor Woman.  Wadsworth, 1999. 
 
Weeks, Jeffrey, Brian Heaphy, and Catherine Donovan.  Same Sex Intimacies:  Families 
of Choice and Other Life Experiments.  New York:  Routledge, 2001. 
 
Additional course readings will be available on the Richter Library Course Reserves, the 
Blackboard course website, and / or provided by instructors. 
 
Attendance 

Missing a deadline or turning in late work due to an absence is unacceptable.  Late 
work is only accepted under extreme conditions, and only if you have arranged for an 
extension in advance.  If you must be absent, make sure that we receive your 
assignment either through a classmate; via e-mail or electronic drop-box; or have it 
delivered to the departmental mailbox by class time on the day that it is due.  If your 
work is late, we reserve the right to lower your participation grade at our discretion.  
Again, excessive absences or lateness will affect your final grade, whether or not you 
have completed the work of the semester.  Note:  Please see Course Policies & 
Classroom Contract. 

 
Grading and Participation  
 • Class Participation (class discussion, attendance, homework):  20% 
 • Four Written Responses to Readings     20% 
 • Midterm Take-Home Exam       30% 
 • Final Research Paper       30% 
 
Written Responses 
ALL students are expected to complete 4 short critiques. These may be a critical analysis 
of articles or Internet materials with 500 word commentaries. The purpose of the essays 
is to analyze a subject in an accurate and well-reasoned or meaningful manner. 
Evaluation of the critique will be based on these criteria. We are available to any and all 
students who wish discuss the projects with us during office hours or by appointment. 
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You must use proper citation and referencing for all materials included in your critiques 
that you use, copy, quote or paraphrase from other sources.  All course material 
submitted for grading must be typewritten or on a diskette in a readable format. 
 
Final Research Paper 

You will write a 6-8 page argumentative research paper, where you explore LGBTQ 
studies within a specific cultural context. We will provide more details on this paper 
at a later date. 
 

Writing Center 
The Writing Center is an invaluable (not to mention FREE) resource at your disposal.  
Tutors there are available to help you with individual tutorial support if your schedule 
does not allow you to meet with me, or if you want more help than we can provide.  
To make an appointment, either call (305) 284-2956 or visit 5225 Ponce de Leon 
Blvd.   
 

Plagiarism 
Any violation of the following principles in students' completed work constitutes 
plagiarism, which is normally considered a major offense of the Code of Honor. The 
penalty is failure of the course. 

 • All written work submitted for credit is accepted as your own work. It may not, 
therefore, have been composed, wholly or partially, by another person.  

 • The wording of written work is taken as your own. Thus you may not submit 
work that has been copied, wholly or partially, from a book, article, essay, 
newspaper, another student's paper or notebook, or any other written or printed or 
media source. Another writer's phrases, sentences, or paragraphs may be included 
only if presented as quotations and the source acknowledged.  

 • The ideas expressed in a paper are accepted as originating with you, the writer. 
Written work that paraphrases any written or printed media material without 
acknowledgment may not be submitted for credit. Ideas from books and essays 
may be incorporated in your work as starting points, governing issues, 
illustrations, and the like, but in each case the source must be cited.  

 • Remember that any on-line materials you use to gather information for a paper are 
also governed by rules about plagiarism, so you need to learn to cite electronic 
sources as well as printed and other sources. 
 

Class Schedule 
 

This schedule details all course assignments and activities for this semester.  Any 
assignment listed for a specific date is due for that same class period.  Changes 
made to the schedule will be announced in class prior to the date in question. 
 
 
1. Why Use the Terms LGBT and why “Queer”? 

 
W Jan. 19  Introduction, Syllabus, & Opening Remarks:  “The Heterosexuality 
Questionnaire” and Regimes of the “Normal” 
                         
M Jan. 24  Excerpts from Gayle S. Rubin:  “Thinking Sex,” in Carole Vance, 
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ed., Pleasure and Danger (Pandora, 1992) 
W Jan. 26 Michael Warner:  “What’s Wrong with Normal?” from The Trouble 
with Normal:  Sex, Politics, and the Ethics of Queer Life (Free Press, 1999); Andrew 
Sullivan:  Excerpts from Virtually Normal (Knopf, 1995). 
 
M Jan. 31  Lennard Davis:  “Constructing Normalcy”  from the Disability 
Studies Reader (Routledge, 1996). 
W Feb. 2 Heather Love:  Introduction to Feeling Backward:  Loss and the 
Politics of Queer History (Harvard U P, 2007). 
Written Response #1 Due 
 

2. Recovering the Histories of Sexuality 
 

M Feb. 7  David Halperin, “One Hundred Years of Homosexuality,” in 
Halperin,  One Hundred Years of Homosexuality and Other Essays on Greek Love 
(Routledge, 1990) 
 
W Feb. 9 Excerpt from Rictor Norton: The Myth of the Modern Homosexual  
(Cassell, 1997). 
 
M Feb. 14 First Case Study:  Early America:  Kathleen Brown, “’Changed into 
the Fashion of Man’:  The Politics of Sexual Difference in a Seventeenth-Century 
Anglo-American Settlement.”; Richard Godbeer:  “Sodomy in Colonial New 
England.”  All readings in Kathy Peiss, ed.:  Major Problems in the History of 
American Sexuality  (Houghton Mifflin, 2002). 
  
W Feb. 16 Second Case Study:  Love and Friendship in the Founding Era:  
Carroll Smith-Rosenberg, “The Female World of Love and Ritual” (in Kathy Peiss, 
ed.:  Major Problems… & Richard Godbeer, The Overflowing of Friendship (Johns 
Hopkins U P, 2009), chapter 6. 
 
M Feb. 21  Third Case Study:  Heterosexual Norms and Homosexual Identities 
in the Early Twentieth Century:  Jonathan Ned Katz, The Invention of 
Heterosexuality  (Dutton, 1995) & Excerpt from George Chauncey, Gay New York  
(Basic Books, 1994). 
 
  

3. LGBTQ Culture in Europe and Latin America 
 

W Feb. 23 Selections from Federico García Lorca’s poetry & Gema Pérez-
Sánchez:  “Franco’s Spain and the Self-Loathing Homosexual Model.” In Queer 
Transitions in Contemporary Spanish Culture:  From Franco to ‘la movida’”.  
(SUNY Press, 2007).  Written Response #2 Due  
 
M Feb. 28  Steven Butterman, “The Emergence and Performance of Queer 
Identities in Brazilian Popular Music Under Dictatorship,” in Roberto Illiano and 
Massimiliano Sala, eds. Music and Dictatorship in Europe and Latin America 
(Brepols, 2009) & Selections from Susan Canty Quinlan and Fernando Arenas:  
Lusosex:  Gender and Sexuality in the Portuguese-Speaking World (U Minnesota P, 
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2002). 
 

4. Non-Western Sexualities I:  India 
 
W Mar. 2        Excerpts from Serena Nanda The Hiras of India:  Neither Man Nor 
Woman (Wadsworth, 1999) & Harsh Beauty (Film, 2005):  screened outside of class. 
  

5.  Non-Western Sexualities II:  Native American 
Cultures 
 

M Mar. 7 Qwo-Li Driskill: “Asegi Ayetl:  Cherokee Two Spirit People 
Reimagining Nation.”  (In Queer Indigenous Studies:  Critical Interventions in 
Theory, Politics and Literature, U Arizona P, 2010).   
W Mar. 9 Selections from Two Spirit People:  Native American Gender 
Identity, Sexuality and Spirituality.  Sue-Ellen Jacobs, Wesley Thomas and Sabine 
Lang, Eds.  ( U Illinois P, 1997); Two Spirits (Film, 2011):  screened outside of class.    
Written Response #3 Due 
                                                                                                                                               
M Mar. 14     SPRING BREAK   
W Mar. 16     SPRING BREAK 
 
M Mar. 21 Mandatory Research Workshop with 
Librarian 
 
 

6. Transgender Culture 
 

W Mar. 23 Documentary:  “Diagnosing Difference” (Annalise Ophelian, 2009). 
M Mar. 28 Midterm Take-Home Exam Due; Jamison Green:  
Becoming a Visible Man (Vanderbilt U P, 2004). 

 
W Mar. 30 Jamison Green:  Becoming a Visible Man (cont’d.); Excerpts from 
Paisely Currah, Richard M. Juang, and Shannon Price Minter Transgender Rights  
(U Minnesota P, 2006). 
 
M Apr. 4 João Silvério Trevisan:  “Interview with a Babalorixá” (In Perverts in 
Paradise (Gay Men’s Press, 1994) and Excerpts from Don Kulick:  Travesti:  Sex, 
Gender, and Culture Among Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes (U Chicago P, 
1998).   
                     
W Apr. 6  Excerpts from Julia Serano:  Whipping Girl:  A Transsexual Woman 
on Sexism and the Scapegoating of Femininity  (Seal Press, 2007);Written 
Response #4 Due 
 

7. Intersex and Intersexuality 
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M  Apr. 11        Excerpts from Katrina Karkazis’ Fixing Sex:  Intersex, Medical 
Authority and Lived Experience (Duke U P, 2008); Brenna Munro:  “Caster 
Semenya: Gods and Monsters.”  In Safundi:  Tne Journal of South African and 
American Studies.  11 4 2010:  383-96. 
 
W Apr. 13    Lucia Puenzo’s Film XXY (2007) and Alice Dreger, Ellen K. Feder, 
Anne Tamar-Mattis:  “Preventing Homosexuality (and Uppity Women?) in the 
Womb?”  (In Bioethics Forum, 2010). 
 

8. LGBTQ Families and Communities & Same-Sex 
Marriage Debates 
 

M Apr. 18         Excerpts from Same-Sex Intimacies  (Weeks, Heaphy, and Donovan) 
& Raquel (Lucas) Platero Méndez:  “Love and the State:  Gay Marriage in Spain.” 
In Feminist Legal Studies.  15 (2007):  329-340.     
 
W   Apr. 20    Excerpts from Kath Weston:  Families We Choose:  Lesbians, Gays, 
Kinship (Columbia U P, 1991); Excerpts from Andrew Sullivan, Ed.  Same-Sex 
Marriage, Pro and Con:  A Reader (Vintage, 1997). 
 
 
 

9. LGBTQ Law and Public Policy 
 

M  Apr. 25          Excerpts from Richardson & Seidman:  Handbook of Lesbian and 
Gay Studies (Sage, 2002); Raquel (Lucas) Platero Méndez:  “Transgender Rights 
Mobilization and Trans Narratives in Spain.” (Professional conference paper). 
 

10. Believing in a Future 
 

W Apr. 27 “It Gets Better” Project (Selected Videos and Responses) and Course 
Conclusions 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE DUE DATE BELOW:  NO exceptions permitted!!! 
 
Final Research Paper Due:  Wednesday, May 4, 2011 @ 5:00 pm in Merrick Building 
Rm. 212-07 
 










































