The Circle of Knowledge: Science and the Humanities from the Greeks to the Present
The course examines major works in the debate over the arts and sciences from the classical Greeks and the humanistic Renaissance to the Scientific Revolution, the impact of Darwin, the cognitive revolution in science, and postmodern interdisciplinarity. In an analysis of important texts, it will consider such questions as the nature of truth in science and the arts, truth and ethics, curricular reform, field formation, the new biology and sociobiology, and the larger aims of the culture. Among the writers and thinkers that that figure in the debate are Plato, Cicero, Petrarch, Bacon, Descartes, Vico, Schiller, T.H. Huxley, Matthew Arnold, C.P. Snow, and Lionel Trilling.
Texts
Plato, The Republic, selections
Cicero, De Officiis, “Pro Archias Poeta,” selections; Petrarch, Letters, selections; Lorenza Valla, selections; Pico della Mirandola, “Oration on the The Dignity of Man”
Francis Bacon, The Advancement of Learning
René Decartes, Discourse on Method
Giambattista Vico, On the Study Methods of Our Time
Friedrich Schiller, Letters on Aesthetic Education; Goethe, Letters, a selection
T.H. Huxley, “Science and Culture”; Matthew Arnold, “Literature and Science”; Newman, from The Idea of a University; from Irving Babbitt, Literature and the American College
C.P. Snow, Two Cultures and the Scientific Revolution
Lionel Trilling, “The Snow-Leavis Controversy”; “The Uncertain Future of the Humanistic Educational Ideal”
David Sloan Wilson, Darwin’s Cathedral
Tests and Examinations 
Two hour tests and a final, weighted 25%, 25%, and 50% of the grade.
Assignments
Week I  Introduction.
Week II Plato and Paideia: the Greek Concept of Education
Week III  Cicero and the Nature of the Humanities: the Classical Oration
Week IV Petrarch and the Critique of Medieval Education: the Seven Sciences. The Origins of Humanism; Lorenzo Valla; Pico della Mirandola, “Oration on theThe Dignity of Man”
Week V Francis Bacon and the New Science
Week VI The Circle of Knowledge: Conflict and Conciliation in the Arts and the Sciences
Descartes and the Cartesian Method
Week VII The Decartes/Vico Debate over Education
Week VIII Schiller and Goethe on Moral and Aesthetic Education
Week IX After Darwin I: The Great Debate: John Henry Newman 
Week X: After Darwin II: Huxley and Arnold; Twentieth Century Movements on Science and the Humanities: Babbitt and the New Humanists
Week XI The “Two Cultures” Controversy; Interdisciplinarity
Week XIII The New Biology and its Consequences for Education: Wilson’s Darwin’s Cathedral
Week XIV: Wrap-Up

