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 COLIN McGINN 
 
 
 
Date of birth:    
10 March 1950 
 
Work address:  
Dept. of Philosophy 
University of Miami 
P.O. Box 248054 
Coral Gables, FL 33124-4670 
 
Work phone:  
 
 
Home address:   
4779 Collins Ave, #4302 
Miami Beach FL 33140 
 
Home phone: 305-534 9250 
 
Education:  
Jesus College, Oxford University, 1972-74. 
 
Manchester University, 1968-1972. 
 
 
Degrees held:  
B. Phil. Philosophy (with distinction), Oxford University, 1974. 
 
M. A. Psychology, Manchester University, 1972. 
 
B. A. Psychology (Class I), Manchester University, 1971. 
 
Honors:          John Locke Prize, Oxford, 1973. 
 
Positions Held:  
 
Lecturer in Philosophy, University College London, 1974-1984. 
 
Reader in Philosophy, University College London, 1984-85. 
 
Wilde Reader in Mental Philosophy, University of Oxford, 1985-90. 
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Professor of Philosophy (II), Rutgers University, 1990-2005. 
 
Professor of Philosophy, University of Miami, 2006-- 
 
Visiting Assistant Professor, UCLA, 1979. 

    
Visiting Associate Professor, USC, 1983. 
    
Visiting Professor, University of Bielefeld, 1982. 
 
Visiting Professor, Rutgers University, 1984. 
       
Annual philosophy lecturer at the University of Helsinki, 1986. 

 
Visiting Professor, CUNY Graduate Center, 1988. 

     
Visiting Professor, Princeton University, 1992. 
 
 
Books:   
 
The Character of Mind, Oxford University Press, 1982; second edition, 1997. 
 
The Subjective View: Secondary Qualities and Indexical Thoughts, Oxford University Press, 
1983. 
 
Wittgenstein on Meaning, Basil Blackwell, 1984 (translated into Japanese). 

 
Mental Content, Basil Blackwell, 1989. 
 
The Problem of Consciousness, Basil Blackwell, 1991. 
 
Moral Literacy, or How To Do The Right Thing, Duckworth, 1992; Hackett, 1993. 
 
The Space Trap, Duckworth, 1992 (novel). 
 
Problems in Philosophy: the Limits of Inquiry,  Blackwell, 1993 (translated into German). 
 
Minds and Bodies: Philosophers and Their Ideas, Oxford University Press, 1997. 
 
Ethics, Evil and Fiction, Oxford University Press, 1997 (translated into German).    
    
Knowledge and Reality: Selected Papers, Oxford University Press, 1998. 

 
The Mysterious Flame: Conscious Minds in a Material World, Basic Books, 1999 (translated 
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into German and Japanese). 
 
Logical Properties: Identity, Existence, Predication, Necessity, Truth, Oxford University Press, 
2000. 
 
The Making of a Philosopher: My Journey through Twentieth Century Philosophy, Harper 
Collins, 2002 (translated into Spanish, Persian and Turkish). 
 
Consciousness and Its Objects, Oxford, 2004. 
 
Mindsight: Image, Dream, Meaning, Harvard, 2004, translated into Japanese and German. 
 
The Power of Movies: How Screen and Mind Interact, Knopf, 2005. 
 
Shakespeare’s Philosophy: Discovering the Meaning Behind the Plays, HarperCollins, 2006, 
translated into Italian. 
 
Mindfucking: A Critique of Mental Manipulation, Acumen, 2008 
 
Sport: A Philosopher’s Manual, Acumen 2008  
 
 
Articles:    
 
“Mach and Husserl,” Journal for the British Society of Phenomenology, May 1972. 
 
“A Note on the Essence of Natural Kinds,” Analysis, June 1975. 
 
“On the Necessity of Origin,” The Journal of  Philosophy, March 1976. 
 
“A Priori and A Posteriori Knowledge,” Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, March 1976. 
 
“A Note on the Frege Argument,” Mind, July 1976. 
 
“Anomalous Monism and Kripke's Cartesian Intuitions,” Analysis, January 1977. Reprinted in 
Readings in the Philosophy of Psychology, ed. N. Block, Harvard University Press, 1980. 
 
“Charity, Interpretation and Belief,” The Journal of Philosophy, September 1977. 
 
“Semantics for Nonindicative Sentences,” Philosophical Studies, October, 1977. 
 
“Mental States, Natural Kinds and Psychophysical Laws,” Proceeding of the Aristotelian 
Society, Supplementary Volume, 1978. 
 
“Reply to Woodfield,” Analysis, March 1978. 
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“Single-case Probability and Logical Form,” Mind, April, 1979. 
 
“Action and Its Explanation,” in Philosophical Problems in Psychology, ed. N. Bolton, Methuen 
1979. 
 
“An A Priori Argument for Realism,” The Journal of Philosophy, March, 1979.  
 
“Evolution, Animals, and the Basis of Morality,” Inquiry, Summer 1979. 
 
“Truth and Use,” in Reference, Truth and Reality, ed. M. Platts, Routledge, 1980. 
 
“Operators, Predicates and Truth Theory,” ibid. 
 
“Functionalism and Phenomenalism: A Critical Note,” Australasian Journal of Philosophy, 
March 1980. 
 
“Philosophical Materialism,” Synthese, June 1980. 
 
“Modal Reality,” in Reduction, Time and Reality, ed. R. Healey, Cambridge University Press,  
1981. 
 
“Sartre,” article in the Oxford Companion to the Mind ed. R. L. Gregory, 1987. 
 
“The Structure of Content,” in Thought and Object, ed. A. Woodfield, Oxford University  Press, 
1981. 

 
“The Mechanism of Reference,”  Synthese, 1981. 
 
“A Note on Functionalism and Function,” SouthWestern Journal of Philosophy, May 1981. 
 
“Reply to Tennant,” Analysis, May 1981. 
 
“Rigid Designation and Semantic Value,” Philosophical Quarterly, January 1982.  
 
“Two Notions of Realism?” Philosophical Topics, 1983. 
 
“Realist Semantics and Content Ascription,” Synthese, 1982. 
 
“The Concept of Knowledge,” Midwest Studies, 1984. 
 
“What is the Problem of Other Minds?” Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society. Supplementary 
vol. 1984. 
 
“Philosophy and Psychology,” Mind and Language,  Spring 1986. 
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“Radical Interpretation and Epistemology,” in Truth and Interpretation, ed. E. Lepore, 1986. 
 
“Could a Machine Be Conscious?” Mind Waves, ed. C. Blakemore and S. Greenfield, Blackwell 
1987. 
 
“Can We Solve the Mind-Body Problem?” Mind, 1989 (multiply reprinted and translated). 
 
“Consciousness and Content,” Annual Lecture to the British Academy, 1988. 
 
“Conceptual Causation: Some Elementary Reflections,” Mind, October 1991. 
 
“Must I Be Morally Perfect?” Analysis, January 1992. 
 
“Consciousness and Cosmology: Hyperdualism Ventilated,” Essays on Consciousness, ed. M. 
Davies, Blackwell, 1993. 
 
“Logic, Mind and Mathematics,” Essays on D. Dennett, ed. B. Dahlbolm, 1993. 

 
“Apes, Humans, Aliens, Vampires and Robots,” The Great Ape Project, ed. Paola  Cavalieri and  Peter Singer. N

 
“The Problem of Philosophy,” Philosophical Studies, 76, 1994 
 
“Out of Body, Out of Mind,” Lingua Franca, December 1994 
 
 “Consciousness and Space,” Journal of Consciousness Studies, Fall 95 
 
“Animal Minds, Animal Morality,” Journal of Social Resarch, Fall 95 

 
“Another Look at Color”, Journal of Philosophy, November 96 
 
“The Moral Case for Lolita,” TLS, 1997 (also translated into German) 
 
“Our Duties to Animals and the Poor,” Singer and His Critics, ed. D. Jamieson,  Basil Blackwell, 
1999. 
 
“Solving the Philosophical Mind-Body Problem,” Festscrift for Dieter Henrich,  1998 

 
“The Meaning and Morality of Lolita,” Philosophical Forum, 1999 

 
“How Not to Solve the Mind-Body Problem,” Physicalism and Its Discontents”, edited by B. 
Loewer, Cambridge University Press, 2001 
 
“What is it Not Like to be a Brain?”, in The Physical Nature of Consciousness, ed. Van Looke, 
2001. 
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“Inverted First-Person Authority,” The Monist, 2004 
 
Book Symposium on Logical Properties, in Philosophical Studies, April 2004 
 
Book Symposium on Mindsight, Philosophical Books, October 2006 
 
“Hard Questions” in Consciousness and its Place in Nature, ed.A. Freeman, 2006 
 
“Consciousness as Knowingness”, forthcoming in the The Monist, ed. U. Kriegel, 2008. 
 
“Matter and Meaning”, forthcoming in Meaning, ed. R. Shantz, 2008. 
 
“The Rise of the ‘Ordinary Bloke’ (in Twentieth Century Philosophy and Literature)”, in The 
Movement, ed. Zachary Leader, 2008 
 
“Thought”, in Blackwell Companion to the Mind. Ed. S. Guttenplan, 1998 
 
“Secondary Qualities”, in Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2000 

 
 

“Knowledge and Necessity,” (with W.D. Hart) Journal of Philosophical Logic, September 1976. 
 
“On Propositions,” (with W.D. Hart) Notre Dame Journal of Formal Logic, January 1978. 
 
 
Reviews:  
 
Materialism and Sensations, J. Cornman, Journal for the British Society of Phenomenology, 
1972.   
Themes in Speculative Psychology, N. Jordan, ibid., 1972. 
 
Locke's Essay, ed. P. Nidditch, New Scientist, March 1975. 
 
The Life of Bertrand Russell, R. W. Clark, New Scientist, June 1975. 
 
Meaning, Reference and Necessity, ed. S. Blackburn, Philosophical Review, January 1977. 
 
What is Truth?, C.J.F. Williams, Mind, October 1977. 
 
Subject and Predicate in Logic and Grammar, P.F. Strawson, Mind, January 1978. 
 
Relative Identity, N. Griffin, Philosophical Review, January 1979. 
 
Midwest Studies in the Philosophy of Language, ed. P. French et. al., Philosophia, 1982. 
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Metaphysics and the Mind-Body Problem, M. Levin, Times Literary Supplement, 1980. 
 
Naming and Necessity, S. Kripke, Times Higher Education Supp., 1981. 
 
Interest and Rights: the Case Against Animals, R. G. Frey, Times Literary Supplement, 1980. 
 
Actions and Other Events, D. Davidson, Times Higher Education Supplement, 1981. 
 
Representations, J. Fodor, Times Literary Supplement, 1981. 
 
Rules and Representations, N. Chomsky, Journal of Philosophy, May 1981. 
 
Perception and Identity, ed. G. MacDonald, Mind, 1983. 
 
Philosophy in the Twentieth Century, A.J. Ayer, The Guardian, 1983. 
 
Theories and Things, W.V. Quine, Journal of Philosophy, 1983. 
 
Realism and Reason, H. Putnam, TLS, 1983. 
 
The Significance of Scepticism, B. Stroud, TLS, 1984. 
 
Wittgenstein, A.J. Ayer, TLS, 1985. 
 
Essays on Actions and Events, ed. B. Vermazen, London Review of Books, 1986. 
 
The Man Who Mistook His Wife For A Hat, O. Sacks, London Review of Books, 1986. 
 
Neurophilosophy, P. Churchland, TLS, 1987. 
 
The View from Nowhere, T. Nagel Mind, April 1987. 
 
Identity, Cause and Mind, S. Shoemaker, Journal of Philosophy, 1987. 
 
Psychosemantics, J. Fodor, Nature, 1988. 
 
Collected Papers, G. Evans, Philosophical Review, 1988. 
 

                  Conciousness and Contemporary Science, T. Marcel, TLS, 1989. 
 
The Secret Connexion, G. Strawson and J.L. Austin, G. Warnock, London Review of Books, 
1990. 
 
Political Essays: R.G. Collingwood, London Review of Books, 1990. 
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The Meaning of Life, A. J. Ayer, LRB, 1990. 

 
Mind and Cognition, ed. W. Lycan, LRB, 1991. 
 
Wittgenstein: The Duty of Genius, R. Monk, LRB,  1991. 
 
Animal Liberation, P. Singer, LRB, 1991. 
 
A History of the Mind, N. Humphrey, LRB, 1992. 
 
Analysis and Metaphysics, P. Strawson, TLS, 1992. 
 
Wittgenstein's Philosophy of Psychology, M. Budd, Journal of Philosophy, 1992 

 
Bertrand Russell, Caroline Moorhead, LRB, 1993. 
 
Donald Davidson, Simon Evnine, LRB, 1993. 
 
Charles Sanders Peirce: a Life, Joseph Brent, The New Republic, 1993.  
 
Renewing Philosophy, Hilary Putnam, LRB, 1994. 

 
Feminist Morality, V.Held, Moral Prejudices, A.Baier, The New Republic, 1994 

 
Philosophical Occasions, L.Wittgenstein, Derek Jarman, Wittgenstein, The New Republic, 1994 

 
Shadows of the Mind, R.Penrose, TLS, 1995 

 
Mental Reality, Galen Strawson, Nature, 1995 

 
The Construction of Social Reality, J. Searle, The New Republic, 1995 
 
Darwin's Dangerous Idea, Daniel Dennett, TLS, 1996 

 
Virtues and Reasons, ed. Hursthouse, LRB, 1996 
 
Ludwig Wittgenstein: Cambridge Letters, ed. von Wright, LRB, 1996 
 
Beyond Prejudice, E. Pluhar, New Republic, 1996 
 
The Conscious Mind, D. Chalmers, THES, 1996 
 
Bertrand Russell: the Spirit of Solitude, by  Ray Monk, THES 1996. 
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Wittgenstein’s Place in Twentieth Century Philosophy, by  P.Hacker, TLS, 1997 
 

Living High and Letting Die, by Peter Unger, New Republic, 1996 
 
The Last Word, by Thomas Nagel, New Republic, 1997 

 
How the Mind Works, by Steven Pinker, New Republic, 1998 

 
Naturalizing the Mind, by Fred Dretske, Nous, 1998 
 
The Art of Living, by A. Nehamas, Slate, 1998 

 
The Age of Spiritual Machines, by Ray Kurzweil, New York Times Book Review,1999 

 
What we Owe to Each Other, by Thomas Scanlon, New Republic, 1999 
 
A.J. Ayer, by Ben Rogers, TLS, 1999 

 
Mind, Language and Society, by John Searle, On the Contrary, by Paul and Patricia Churchland, 
New York Review of Books, 1999 

 
Timbuktu, by Paul Auster, The White Bone, by Barbara Gowdy, Slate, 1999 
 
Inferno, by James Nachtwey, Civilisation, 1999 

 
Freud, Critical Essay, New York Review of Books, October 1999 
 
Invariances, R. Nozick, NYRB, 2000 
 
Truth and Truthfulness, B. Williams, NYRB 2002 
 
Popper, NYRB 2001 
 
On Beauty and Being Just, by Elaine Scarry, Wall Street Journal, September 1999 
 
Kant and the Platypus, by Umberto Eco, New York Review of Books,  2000 
 
Looking for Spinoza, A. Damasio, NY Times Book Review, 2002 
 
The Dream of Reason, A. Gottlieb, LA Times, 2002 
 
The Blank Slate, S. Pinker, Washington Post, 2001 
 
The President of Good and Evil, P. Singer, Washington Post, 2003 
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On Consciousness, by T. Honderich, Philosophical Review, July 07 
 
The Stuff of Thought, by S. Pinker, NYRB, October 07 
 
And others. 
 
 
Other:  
 
“Totalled” (short story), Critical Quarterly, 1982. 
 
“The Bed Reptile” (short story), London Review of Books, 1985. 
 
“Diary”, London Review of Books, 1987. 
 
“Metaphysical Fitness,” New York, May 1995 
  
“The Matrix of Dreams,” Warner Bros Website, 2003 
 
“The Bookworm Turns,” Guardian, 2003 
 
“The Matrix,” London Times, 2003 
 
Op-ed piece for the NY Times on films and dreams, 2004 
 
Eternal Questions, audio series for Barnes and Noble, 2004 
 
Series advisor (15 parts) and interviewee for Great Ideas in Philosophy, Films for the Humanities 
and Sciences, 2004   
 
 
Television and radio: 
 
Discussion about animal rights with Bernard Williams (moderator) and Sir Andrew Huxley, 
1985. 
 
Discussion of John Searle's Reith Lectures with Richard Gregory, Colin Blakemore and John 
Searle on Radio Three, 1986. 
 

             Discussion of The Great Ape Project, National Public Radio.   
 
TV discussions of artificial intelligence, evil, the responsibilities of the press, atheism, and 
Lolita. 
 
Radio discussions of philosophy, film, etc. 
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Appeared on DVD for The Matrix. 

 
 
Lectures: 
 
I have given many public lectures, often annual named lectures and keynote addresses, and given 
a number of interviews, here and abroad. 


