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Forthright and wryly humorous, philosopher Susan Haack
deploys her penetrating analytic skills on some of the most
highly charged cultural and social debates of recent years.

Relativism, multiculturalism, feminism, affirmative action,
pragmatisms old and new, science, literature, the future of the
academy and of philosophy itself—all come under her keen
scrutiny in Manifesto of a Passionate Moderate

“Hewing a middle path between the Old
Deferentialists and the New Cynics, Susan Haack
defends with exemplary clarity the view that
science, while not epistemically privileged, is an
extraordinarily successful embodiment of rational
inquiry: ‘neither sacred nor a confidence trick." Acknowledging
that science is a social enterprise, but denying that scientific knowledge is a mere social
construction, she analyzes the social and political conditions under which scientists are
more or less likely to discover truths (or approximate truths) about the world.”
—Alan Sokal, New York University

“|s it possible for a philosopher to have a wicked wit, a kindly heart, a passion for
clarity, and an utterly convincing argument that crossword puzzles are, for thinkers,
what labs are for scientists? It is, if her name is Susan Haack. If you have not yet
experienced Haack's wit, heart, clarity, and puzzle-solving abilities, this collection will
convince you that these words do not exaggerate her talents.” —Robert Heilbroner,
New School for Social Research, author of The Worldly Philosophers

“Anyone who cares for truth and reason, and appreciates trenchancy in criticism, will value this
book and applaud its author. Susan Haack is an epistemologist who holds that philosophy,
while not to be confused with natural science, resembles the latter in being a truth-seeking
enguiry which aspires to as much rigor and precision as possible. She is consequently the
uncompromising enemy equally of certain fashionable skepticisms about these aims and of
some current perversions of academic life. She stages, inter alia, a dialogue between Peirce
and Rorty; and might even, rather freely adapting Burke, have called her entire tract “An
appeal (or reproach) from the old to the new pragmatists.' —Sir Peter Strawson,

University College, Oxford

“This is a collection of essays in what is loosely called 'public philosophy.’
Philosophers as distinguished as Susan Haack who deplore the trends she discusses
are often reluctant to engage, but her willingness will be appreciated,

for the need Is great.”—Ruth Barcan Marcus, Yale University

Susan Haack is professor of philosophy and visiting professor of law at the University of Miami. She has been the national
Phi Beta Kappa Romanell Professor of Philosophy (1997-98). Her publications include Evidence and Inguiry: Towards
Reconstruction in Epistemology; Philosophy of Logics; and Dewviant Logic, Fuzzy Logic: Beyond the Formalism
{the latter published by the University of Chicago Press).
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