INS 202

INTERN ATIONAL STUDIES METHODOLOGY

Fall 2008
Professor: Dr. M. Laura Gmez Mera ClassT, R11AM-12.15PM
Office Hours: R, }3PM PlaceMM 202
Office: 317 FerrZ Building
Phone: (305) 284 3116
E-mail: Igmera@miami.edu
Objectives

This course introduces students to issues of research design and research methods in International
Relations (IR). The course will focus on twan magthodological approachegialitative case

studies and quantitative methods. Apart fronrmiekeg the principles guiding the choice of
methods (and the tradés involved in that choice), the course will examine how these methods
have been applied to the study of three majofieddb of international relations: international
political economysecurity studies, and international environmental regimes. It also aims to provide
the students with basic knowledge on how to apply these methods to their own research.

The course will begin with a discussion of philosophy of science and epistessl@gic@he first

part of the course will also introduce students to the social scientific research method and the main

elements in the social research process. The second part will focus on qualitative approaches, and

particularly on the castudy methd. The topics that will be covered include: the different types of

case study research designs, the relationship between theory and case studies, as well as the

comparative method and smrmatlesigns. The third and final part of the course will covsticgatht

analysis, and muitiethod strategies. Students will be introduced to the SPSS statistical software.

By the end of the course, students should be able to:

¥ Identify and distinguish among the different methods used in scholarly work.

¥ Identify aresearch question on a topic of their interest and prepare a research design
paper/proposal, explaining how (and through which methods) they plan to address it.

Requirements

(1) Homework assignments 30

(2) Takehomemidtermexam 80%): Due orOctober 14

(3) Final research design pagé€®4): Due orDecember 11



Readings

Readings will ewsist of a combination of chapters from the required textbooks (seejbetoad),

articles and book chapters. Required books may be purchased at the book$tsrandrbook
chapters will be posted on blackboard. Some articles can be downloaded through the libraryOs online

catalogue and sources. Students are expected to complete dlireeglingbefore each class. In
addition, a list of recommended readisgsovided for each topic.

(1) Russell K. Schuttnvestigating the Social World: The Process and Practi#ie edfitiBesearch,
(Thousands Oaks: Pine Forge Press, Z2806tf)

(2) Phillip PollockThe Essentials of Political Azed¥iition (CQ Pess, May 2005Pollock)

(3) Phillip Pollock, An SPSS Companion to Political AnalysiEakage (CQ Press, May 2005)
(Pollock B)

Outline
| - INTRODUCTION
Week 1 Aug. 27 Introduction

Overview of the coursBiscussion of objectives, syllabud @assignments.

Sept. 2 NO CLASS

Schdt, Ch.1.
PollockB, Introduction: Getting Started.

Homework #Hue Sept. 9 Schutt, Ch. 1SPSS Exercises J1(3) and (4).

Week 2(Sept. 3 Philosophy of Science and Epistemological Issues

Theories andphilosophies for sociacienceresearch.The relationship betweeantology,
epistemology, theory angtthods.

Schit, 2 (read from pg 39 on).

N. Woods Explaining International Rekitiorsl 946Gh. 1.

David Marsh and Gerry Stoker (edehgory amdethods in Political Sc2hedition (New York:
Palgrave, 2002tro & Ch. 1.

M. Hollis and S. SmitExplaining and Understanding Internationa{@RdtatorGlarendon Press,
1990), Chl.



Week 3 Gept. 9 & 11 Introduction to Social Regarch

The scientific methodElements in the research procéss:research question, literature review,
hypotheses, corpts and variabldéechniques for data collection and analysis.

Schdt, Ch. 3, 6.

D. F. Sprinz and Y.WollinskyNahmias (eds.Models, Numbers, and Géstbads for Studying
International Relatidana Arbor: Univeligy of Michigan Pres2004) Ch. 1.

David Marsh and Gerry Stoker (edehgory and Methods in Political Bcestiten (New York
Palgrave, 2002), Ch& 3.

Homewor¥2 (due on Sept. 16)Schutt, Ch. 3: SPSExercises(1) & (3).

Il - QUALITATIVE METHODS
Week 4 (Sept. 16 & 18) The Case Study Method

What is a case study? Different types of case stDdieparative caseMillOs methods of
agreementand difference, and the method of structured focused comparison-c&egktudy
designs (crucial cases: {blesty, mostikely, deviant, etc.) Techniques for witlaige analysis
(procesdracing, congruence analysis, Ei@mples from the IR ah@E literatures.

Schutt, Ch12.

D. F. Sprinz and YWollinskyNahmias (eds.Models, Numbers, and Gésthsids for Studying
International Relatidana Arbor: Univeligsy of Michigan Press, 2008h.2.

A. George and\. Bennett,Case Studiesl & hary Development iBdbiel ScierfGzsnbridge: MIT
Press, 2004)., Ch. 1.

J. Mahoney, OQualitative Methodology and Comparative Palitipgrative Political Stddlie®
(February 2007).

Recommended Re&diagpigs

P. Moore, @hat Makes Suessful Business Lobbies? Business Associations and the Rentier State in
Jordan and Kuwaitf@mparative Pol8®s2. (Jan. 2001).

K. Firmin-Sellers, Olnstitutions, Context, and Outcomes: Explaining French and British Rule in West
Africa,CComparativeliBcs32: 3. (Apr., 2000).

Stuart J. Kaufman, OSymbolic Politics or Rational Choice? Testing Theories of Extreme Ethnic
Violence,hternational Seginy 30, No. 4 (Spring 2006).

Homework3 (due on Sept30): Schutt, Ch. 12:Web Exercises (1); BSS Exercises (1& (2).

Week 5 (Sept. 23 & 25) Data Collection: Interviewing and Fieldwork

Data collection for qualitative reseaRdticipant ad nonparticipant observationinterviewing

elitesThe planning and organization dieldwork. Ethial issues.

Schutt, Ch.40.

J. Aberbach and Rockman, OConducting and Coding Elite InteRigitissBiese anBolitics35
(2002).

S. Werning Rivera, P. Kozyreva, and E. Sarovskii, OlnterWelitingl Elites: Lessons from
Russia,®S: Politic&cience and PoBiddecember 2002).



J. Mearsheimer and S. Walt, OThe Israel Lobby and US Foreign Policy,0 KSG Working Paper (March
2006). Available dittp://ksgnotesl.harvard.edu/Research/wpaper.nsf/rwp/RWP06
011/$File/rwp_06_011_walt.pdf

D. Drezner, Methodological ConfusioHow indictments of The Israel Lobby Expose Political
Science'sl&wsOChronicle of Higher Edu@gieeb. 2008)vailable at:
http://chronicle.com/weekly/v54/i24/24b00501.htm

Il - QUANTITATIVE METHODS
Week 6 (Sept. 30 & Oct. 2) Survey Research
UsesAdvantages and disadvantaablic opiniongsearch in IRQuestionnaire design

Schutt, Ch. 8.

M. Traugott, T. Brader and D. Coral et. al., OHow Americans RespeSd&hidical Scie3Ee3
(2002), pp. 5116.

How Americansesponded: Survey Methodology. Available at:
http://www.isr.umich.edu/cps/har/combined_topline.pdf

C. Thies and R. Hogan, OThe State of Undergraduate Research Methods in Political Science,O in D.
Rochefort (ed.RQuantitative Methods in PractiogsResadiP(B/ashington, DC: CQ Press,
2006).

PewGlobal Attitudes Project OThe Great Ditdailable at:
http://pewglobal.org/reports/display.php?ReportID=253

Homework4 (due onOct. 14):Schutt, Ch. 8: Web Exercises (1) & (3).

Week 7 (Oct. 7 & 9) Quantitative Analysis in International Studies

Advantages and potential drawbacks of using quamttagilysis in social sciengesearch.
Overview dmain quantitative reselapgrograms in IR and IPE.

Sprinz & Wollinsky, Ch:%

Marsh & Stoker, Ch. 10.

Y. Haftel and A. ThompsorOThe Independence of International Organizatlonf@al of Conflict
Resolutios0: 2 (April 2006)

J. Smith,OThe Politics of Dispute Settlemasign: Explaining legalism in regional trade pacts,O
International Organizd#(2000).

Week 8 (Oct. 14 & 16) Conceptualization, Operationalizationand Measurement

Operationalization and measurement of main concepts in IR, IPE and CP: powsgacgemo
conflict, peace, policy reform, globalization, economic integration, institutional independence, etc.
Multi-item indexeslypes of variables. Levels of measurement.

Schutt, Ch. 4.

Pollock, Ch. 1.

E. BermanEssential Statigii¢ashington D.C.:@Press, 2006Ch.1.

OThe Globalization Index 20@@eign Polispv/Dec. 2007). Available at:
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=3995




J. Pevehouse, OTrade aonfl@t: Does Measurement make a Difference?0 in E. Mansfield and B.
Pollins (eds.)Economic Interdependence and InternatiqainChridbct University of
Michigan Press, 2003).

Homewor¥5 (due on Oct. 21):

Q: Are important concepts in social resarch always defined clearly? Are they defined
consistently? Search the literature for 4 research articles that focus on Oglobalization,O
Opower,0 OdevelopmentO or Odemocracy.O Is the concept defined clearly in each article?
How similar are the definitions? Write up what you have found in a short report-@ pages).

Week 9 (Oct. 21 & 23) Univariate Data Analysis: Describing Variables

Descriptive statistics: central tendency and dispersion.

Schutt, Ch. 14.

Pollock, Ch. 3.

E. BermanEssential StatigiVashington D.C.: CQ Press, 200%.6 & 7.

S. Hook, ODomestic Obstacles to International Affairs: Presidential Appointees in the
Administration of George W. BusR& Political Science and B6liti¢3an., 2003), pp.-23
29

Homework6 (due on Oct. 3(: Pollock B, Ch. 1 & Ch. 2 [All exercises in each chapter].

Week 10 (Oct. 28 & 30) Sampling and Inference

Pollock, Chb.

Schutt, Ch. 5.

E. BermanEssential Statiigashington D.C.: CQ Press, 2002)5Ch.

Homework7 (due on Nov.6): Schutt, Ch.5: SPSS Exercises (1) & (2) a) and b) (only).

Week 11 (Nov. 4 & 6) Bivariate Data Analysis |

Comparions andatrolled comparisons Crosstabulatiblypothesis testing with esguare.

Pollock, Ch3 & 4.

Schutt, Ch. 14.

E. BermanEssential Statigii¢ashington D.C.: CQ Press, 200%. 8. )

Y. Zhong, J. Chen and J. Scheb, OPolitical Views from Below: A Survey of BeijingOR&sidents
Political Science and RRiliicESep., 1997), pp. 4482

Homework8 (due on Nov. 13: Pollock B, Ch. 3 & Ch. 5 [All exercises irachchapter].

Week 12ANov. 11 & 13 Bivariate Data Analysis Il
Measures of association.

Pollock, Ché.



Schutt, Ch. 14.
E. BermanEssential Statigtitashington D.C.: CQ Press, 200.10.

Homewrk#9 (due on Nov. 2): Pollock B, Ch. 6 [All exercises in chapter].

Week 13 (Nov. 18 & 20) Bivariate Data Analysis Il

Correlation analygsiand simple linear regressiBummy variables. Introduction to multiple
regression.

Pollock, Ch. 4.

Schut, Ch. 14.

E. BermanEssential Statigi@ashington D.C.: CQ Pre280g, Ch.12

B. Russett, T. Hartley and S. Murray, OThe End of the Cold War, Attitude Change and the Politics of
Defense Spending?S: Political Science and Politigslar., 194), pp. 121

Homework10 (due on Dec. 2): Pollock B, Ch. 8All exercises in chapter].

Week 14 (Nov. 25) Combining Methodological Approaches
Advantages and disadvantages of-meltiod work. Examples from the IR and IPE literatures.

David Mash and Gerry Stoker (ed3heory and Methods in Political Bcestiten (New York:
Palgrave, 2002).

J. Levy, OQualitative Methods and @vietsod Dialogue in Political Scie@@omparative Political
Studiedl0: 2 (February 2007).

S. TarrowQBridging the QuantitatiQeialitative Divide in Political Scienda@rican Political Science
RevievB9 (1995)

Week 15 (Dec. 2 & 4) Reporting Research & Review Session

Schutt, ch. 15.
Pollock B, ch. 11.



HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS: Schedule

Homenork Assignment Due on
#1 Schutt, Ch. 1: SPSS Exercises (1); (3) and (4). September 9
#H2 Schutt, Ch. 3: SPSS Exercises (1) & (3). September 16
#3 Schutt, Ch. 12: Web Exercises (1); SPSS Exercises (1) & (2). | September 30
H#4 Schutt, Ch. 8: Web Exercises (1) & (3). October 14
#5 See syllabus October 21
#o Pollock B, Ch. 1 & Ch. 2 [All exercises in each chapter]. October 30
#7 Schutt, Ch. 5: SPSS Exercises (1) & (2) [(a) and (b) only] November 6
#8 Pollock B, Ch. 3 & Ch. 5 [All exercises in each chapter]. November 13
#9 Pollock B, Ch. 6 [All exercises in chapter] November 20
#10 Pollock B, Ch. 8 [All exercises in chapter] December 2




RESEARCH PROPOSAL (Final Paper)
Guidelines

Select a topic or issue in International Studies and/or Comparative Politics. Identify a relevant
research question. Write a research proposal/research design paper explaining how you would
address this question.

The prgosal should include the following sections:

(1) Define the research question and objective4:1.5 pages

¥  What is the aim of your proposed research?

¥  What is your research question(s)? Why is it a OgoodO research question?

¥  Why is this interesting and valet question?

o |If there are several people who have worked on this topic, what will your OuniqueO
contribution to this scholarship be?

o If few people have worked on this topic, why do you think it is an interesting and viable
topic?
(2) Literature review:3-4 pages
¥  Review previous work on the same/ similar question (at least 6 sources).
¥ For example: OA number of scholars have looked at the effects of international
institutions on democratization. Two main perspectives on this issue can be
identifiedE.O Et.).
i. Tryto classify the articles/books according to their theoretical orientation (e.g.,
Realist, Liberal, Marxist), or their methodological approach (qualitative vs.

guantitative).

¥  Discuss how your question and proposed research relates to othettheofield. Emphasize
your contribution to these debates.

¥  Are you going to try to address a OgapO in the extant literature?

¥  Are you going to try to show that previous work underestimated/overestimated the
role of certain factors?

¥  Are you going to expd the empirical focus of previous work? For example, look at a
previously neglected region? Or a different set of institutions?
(3) Theoretical framework and Hypothesesl.53 pages.

¥  Place your question in its relevant theoretical framework.



¥ For exampleif you are dealing with an International Relations issue, the three basic
perspectives will be Realism, Liberalism, Marxism. What would each of these have to
say about your question? In other words, derive competing hypotheses (proposed
explanations or aners to your question) from each theoretical approach.

¥  Specify (if you can) your preferred hypothesis. Identify the dependent and independent
variables.

¥ If your paper will be of an interpretivist nature/approach, discuss why you believe the

positivist dcus on testing hypotheses and thinking in terms of OvariablesO is
inadequate/misleading.

(4) Methods: 2-3 pages.

¥  What methods will you use to test your hypotheses empirically? Justify your choice (Remember
that the choice of methods depends cruciallyeotype/nature of your question!).

Qualitative

¥ If you will rely onqualitative methods, will this be a singbse study design? Or will you
compare two or more cases?

¥ If single case study, will this be an instrumental or an intrinsic case study?

¥ If you will compare cases, will you rely on Mill®s methods of difference/agreement or
will you use the comparative historical approach (structured, focused comparison)?

i. If the latter, what types of questions will guide your analysis of each case?
¥  How willyou choose your cases? Explain.

¥ Data collection: will you rely on interviews, survey research, observation, or document analysis
(or a combination of these)?

¥ If interviews, who will you interview? What will you ask them? How will you prepare
for theserterviews?

¥ If survey research, how will you select your population and sample? Can you give me
examples of the questions you will ask?

¥ If observation, participant or nparticipant®Vhat difficulties do you anticipate and
how will you deal with them?

¥ If document analysis, what primary and secondary sources will you use? How will you
gain access to these?

¥ Discuss potential threats to the validity and reliability of your data and how you will
deal with these.
Quantitative



¥ If you will use guantitativeettods, please begin (again) by specifying your hypothesis/es and
identifying your dependent and independent variables.

¥  What is your unit of analysis (e.g: countries, people, wars, institutions, revolutions, etc.)?

¥  What is the level of measurementaaheof your variables (nominal, ordinal, interval
ratio)?

¥  How will you operationalize your dependent and independent variables? How will you measure
them?

¥  Will you rely on conventional measurement strategies and indicators or will you create
your own?

¥  Data collection: how will you construct your data set? What sources will you use?

¥ Data analysis: Which statistical techniques will you use to test your hypothesis empirically? (See
Statistical Roadmap, Berman, Ch. 1)

¥  Which descriptive statistics willijlook at to analyze your variables?
¥  Which type of inferential statistics will you use to examine whether there is an

association between your dependent and independent (s) variables (contingency tables,
correlation coefficient, regression analysis)?

¥If you plan to combine both qualitative and quantitative methods, then in addition to answering
the questions in each section, discuss the advantages of triangulation.
(5) Expected results/conclusions:0.51 page.
¥  Summarize the main goal of your project.

¥  If possible, discuss the results you expect to obtain.

10



