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The Department of Sociology Presents:
Janet Lauritsen, Ph.D. Professor at Criminology and Criminal Justice at the University of Missouri-St. Louis.
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“The Gender Gap in Violent Victimization, 1973-2005” 

A recent report on the topic of violence against women from the National Academy of Sciences issued a set of challenges for criminologists and social scientists.  The research discussed in this presentation addresses some of these challenges by estimating and studying how gender has been related to violent victimization trends in the U.S. over the past three decades.  Trends in male and female rates of lethal and nonlethal violence are compared across crime types and victim-offender relationships.  The findings show that the risks for homicide, robbery, aggravated assault, and simple assault have declined substantially for women as well as men since the early 1970s.  However, the magnitude and timing of the declines varied.  As a result, the gender gap closed for some forms of violence but increased for others.  The findings suggest how a comparative approach can provide insights into our understanding of violence against women.  They also point to the need for greater attention to gender in efforts to understand the recent crime decline in the United States.
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