[image: image2.png]



The Department of Sociology Presents:
Duane C. McBride, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair of Department of Behavioral Sciences
At Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan.

[image: image1.png]'mmh!i




“United States Public Health Agency Involvement in Youth-focused Illicit Drug Policy, Planning, and Prevention”
The American Journal of Public Health in a 2000 editorial called for the public health community to play a greater role in alternative drug policy advocacy and implementation. The purpose of our analysis was to examine the role that local public health agencies (PHAs) reported playing in community illicit drug policy advocacy and service provision related to youth. Telephone interviews were conducted from 1999-2003 with 1,793 PHAs in 804 communities surrounding schools participating in the nationally representative Monitoring the Future study. Respondents reported PHA involvement in alternative drug policy advocacy and prevention activities; agency planning and priorities; and prevention activities. Generally, PHAs placed a high priority on illicit drug-related activities and participated in a variety of drug policy issues.  While the majority of PHA participation in drug policy focused on prevention efforts, PHAs also reported significant involvement in alternative drug policy advocacy and support in areas such as treatment in lieu of incarceration. Advocacy and support was significantly higher in urban and western communities, and those with above average African American populations. PHAs may provide a base for the development of public health alternatives to current prohibitionist drug policies. 
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