FRIENDS OF PHILOSOPHY
DIALOGUE

Is Morality Objective?
Monday, February 22, 2010

Learning Center, Room 140
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

It seems widely believed that morality is subjective, a matter of taste not fact. I don't think so.
Morality is a system of objective truths, as solid as arithmetic. Certain things are wrong in them-
selves, irrespective of what anyone thinks. Indeed, the truths of morality are eternal. Not that
people always grasp these eternal truths; they don't. But the truths are there anyway, objective
and unchanging. God and religion play no part in determining these truths. They stand alone,
depending on nothing but themselves. Morality is both secular and secure.

Colin McGinn

~ - 1§ Professor of Philosophy & Cooper Fellow
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# . In 2006 he joined the UM Philosophy Department, having taught previously at
\ University of London, University of Oxford, and Rutgers University. He was the

recipient of the John Locke Prize at Oxford University in 1973. His research in-
terests are in philosophy of mind (particularly consciousness, intentionality and imagination),
metaphysics, ethics and philosophical logic. He has published many articles, and is the author of
20 books, including Mental Content (Blackwell, 1989), The Problem of Consciousness
(Blackwell, 1991), The Character of Mind (Oxford 1997), Ethics, Evil and Fiction (Oxford 1997),
The Mysterious Flame (Basic Books, 1999), Logical Properties (Oxford 2000), Consciousness
and Its Objects (Oxford, 2004), Mindsight: Image, Dream, Meaning (Harvard, 2004), and
Shakespeare’s Philosophy (Harper, 2006).

Bring a friend. Refreshments will be served following the discussion.
* Take US-1 to Granada Blvd., then Granada Blvd. west across University Drive to

Pisano Ave. The parking lot is to your left across from Doctors Hospital.
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