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Abstract

Most normative theories are monistic in their reliance upon the maximization of one core moral value.
But such theories generate counter-intuitive implications. This is especially clear in the case of hedonistic
utilitarianism. But an analysis of why we find those implications counter-intuitive implies that we ought
to subscribe to a plurality of values. For example, the Repugnant Conclusion implies that we should value
a high level of average happiness, while the Problem of the Ecstatic Psychopath implies that we should
value either a large quantity of total happiness or a large number of worthwhile lives. The problems posed
by pleasure-wizards, on the other hand, imply that we should include a non-utilitarian value: namely,
equality. The article concludes by showing how such values can be kept in play simultaneously by means
of multi-dimensional indifference planes and possibility frontiers, thereby demonstrating how a value-
pluralist can provide determinate answers to moral questions.
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