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“There is in Dumont’s world, more perhaps than for any other filmmaker, a capacity to see the beauty and human particularity of individuals at the very moment that physical drive and brutality are brought to bear upon them.”

—Jean Michel Frodon Cahiers du Cinema
Miami premieres of the beautifully stark and shockingly frank films of Bruno Dumont.   Participating with introductions of the films will be French literature and film scholar Professor Ralph Heyndels of the University of Miami Modern Languages and Literatures Department, and UM English Department Lecturer and French film scholar Charlie Michael.  The series will begin on November 02, with Dumont’s award winning La Vie de Jesus, and continue throughout November with the provocative l’Humanite and Twentynine Palms, ending on November 30 with his latest Cannes Grand Prix winner, Flandres.    
Often compared to the great profoundly minimalist and existentialist French filmmaker Robert Bresson, Bruno Dumont studied philosophy and trained as a director of television commercials and industrial films, before becoming one of France’s modernist voices in cinema.  He incorporates a documentary-like naturalism into his bold individual cinematic works such as l’Humanite, which was awarded an unprecedented and controversial three top prizes at the 1999 Cannes Film Festival, as well as his latest, Flandres, which also won the Grand Jury Prize at Cannes.  His films such as La Vie de Jesus and Twentynine Palms further challenge filmgoers with the graphic depiction of sexuality, alienation, loneliness, and violence. In Dumont’s world, spoken words do not need to convey his character’s thoughts and emotions because their actions, and lack of actions, do, in existentialist rather than psychological terms. 
“What interests me is life, people, the small things. Cinema is for the body, for the emotions. It needs to be restored among the ordinary people, who don’t speak a lot, but who experience an incredible intensity of joy, emotion, suffering, and sympathy in death. They don’t speak; speaking is not important. What’s important is the emotions. It is for the spectator to make these things conscious; it is not for me to do it. The spectator must think. He has a lot of work to do. The power of cinema lies in the return of man to the body, to the heart, to truth. The man of the people has a truth that the man of the city, the intellectual, has lost. [He] has something that I’ve lost, that I must find again, I don’t know what exactly. I find that our culture, our civilization, has failed politically, socially, morally.”
—Bruno Dumont  
SUMMARY OF “The World Of BRUNO DUMONT” FILM SCHEDULE:

Miami Premieres!
FRI, NOV 02, 8:30pm: La Vie de Jesus (1997)

FRI, NOV 16, 8:30pm: l’Humanite (1999) 

FRI, NOV 23, 8:30pm: Twentynine Palms (2003)  

FRI, NOV 30, 8:30pm: Flandres (2006)
NOV 02 FRI 8:30pm: La Vie de Jesus (The Life of Jesus) (1997)

With Sébastien Bailleul, Samuel Boidin, Geneviéve Cottreel 
A shocker at Cannes because of its unromanticized coverage of real sex, Bruno Dumont's provocatively-titled, Cinemascope film is about a group of misdirected friends in the Northern French countryside.  It centers on epileptic, chronically unemployed Freddy, his intense couplings with sexy Marie, and his motorcycle rides with his bored, nothing-else-to-do pals.  One day, an Arab boy appears in the town, and has eyes for Marie.  Racism and revenge follow.  Dumont used local, non-professional actors to create a naturalistic portrait of rural Flanders for one of the most critically praised French films of recent years.   
In French with English subtitles
The series, the director and the film will be presented by
DR. RALPH HEYNDELS

PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI

AND

CHARLIE MICHAEL

LECTURER, UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI
WINNER: Camera d’Or Cannes Film Festival

European Discovery Of The Year European Film Awards

Special Jury Prize Sao Paulo International Film Festival

FIPRESCI Award Chicago International Film festival

----------------------------
NOV 16 FRI 8:30pm: L’Humanite (Humanity) (1999)

With Emmanuel Schotté, Sèverine Caneele, Philippe Tullier
In French with English subtitles. Film presented by Charlie Michael
WINNER: Grand Prix, Best Actor, Best Actress Cannes Film Festival
NOV 23 FRI 8:30pm: Twentynine Palms (2003)
With Yekaterina Golubeva, David Wissak 
In English and French with English subtitles. 
Official Selection Venice Film Festival

NOV 30 FRI 8:30pm: Flandres (Flanders) 2006)
With Adélaïde Leroux, Samuel Boudin, Henri Cretel

With Flanders, winner of the 2006 Cannes Film Festival Grand Jury Prize, Dumont returns to the land of his childhood with stark, powerful images of the northern countryside and its people. He contrasts the barbaric, confusing, and perhaps meaningless battles of war with the pain of survival felt by those who return home.   Barbe (Adélaïde Leroux) is a young woman living in a small village. Barbe loves Andre (Samuel Boidin), a rough-hewn farmhand who doesn't say much and isn't comfortable sharing his feelings for her in any way other than sex. Frustrated by Andre's inability to show affection, Barbe vents her anger by sleeping with other men...Andre and one of them find themselves serving in the same outfit as they're sent to an unnamed Middle Eastern nation, where the grim circumstances of war wears away their humanity, causing unspeakable events. Meanwhile at home, Barbe discovers she's pregnant...
In French with English subtitles. 

The film will be presented by
DR. RALPH HEYNDELS

PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI
WINNER: 2006 Grand Prix Cannes Film Festival
Films: $10 or $6 MBC Members.  DUMONTPASS $35 or $20 MBC Members

For Advance Tickets visit www.MBCINEMA.com  (305) 673-4567 

Parking lots are at Drexel and 16th Street or Collins Ave just north of 15th Street     

