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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

THE DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES

INVITES YOU TO A LECTURE BY 

Professor Subha Xavier
University of Miami

“ From ‘Littérature-monde’ to ‘Littérature Migrante’: Towards a Theory of Migrant Literature in French”
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FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2009, AT 5:00 P.M.
MERRICK BUILDING 

CONFERENCE ROOM, MB 210-01
Refreshments will be served. 
In the Fall of 2006, 44 writers from the French-speaking world signed a manifesto in favor of a World Literature in French to replace the concept of “Francophonie.”  The Manifeste pour une littérature-monde argued that the term “Francophonie” betrays neocolonial tendencies that continue to relegate works from former French colonies and beyond to a literary periphery where France still occupies the center. This paper considers the viability of Littérature-monde as a new way of categorizing and studying literature by tracing the term back to its German and Anglo-American antecedents in order to argue in favor of yet another literary classification that might offer a way out of the impasse that is “Francophonie” today. In devising a theory of Migrant Literature in French, Professor Xavier works through the current debate to suggest new ways of approaching French language texts that do not subscribe to colonial or national schemas.

Subha Xavier is currently at work on a book-length manuscript theorizing migrant French literature entitled The Economy of the Migrant Text: Theorizing a French Literature of Immigration. She has published articles in the International Journal of Canadian Studies, Concentric: Literary and Cultural Studies and has forthcoming articles in The French Review and Contemporary French and Francophone Studies-Sites. She is co-editor of La Littérature migrante subsharienne forthcoming with Dominque Guéniot Press this Fall.
