[image: image1.jpg]UN IVERSITY OF






The Department of Modern Languages and Literatures is pleased to announce its Faculty Lecture Series for April 2009. The lectures will be held at 5pm in the Seminar Room, 210 Merrick Building. Papers are available from the authors. Please write and request a copy. A reception will follow each lecture. 
Friday, April 3 – Professor Tracy Devine Guzmán, <tracylynned@yahoo.com>
“Educating ‘Our Indians’ in ‘Our America’: Anti-Imperialist Imperialism and the Construction of Brazilian Modernity”

Abstract: Indigenous peoples have been used or imagined as guardians of Brazilian borders since the mid-nineteenth century.  This association was central to the foundation of the Indian Protection Service (SPI) during early 1900s and culminated with the “Amazonian Vigilance System” (SIVAM) at turn of the millennium.  The longstanding desire for defensive dominion over disputed national territories has subjected “Indians” to interrelated discourses of scientific progress, national security, and economic development.  A “trinity” of Brazilian modernity, these goals interpellated native peoples primarily through the rhetoric of education, which grounds their historical relationship with dominant national society.  Drawing on SPI records, government documents, journalism, personal testimony, and visual media, this paper traces the impact of the “modernist trinity” on indigenist policy and the lives of those who perpetrated or were subjected to its tutelary power.  By transforming private indigenous spaces into public domain, Brazil’s “anti-imperialist imperialism” propagated a colonialist, metonymic relationship between “our Indians” and “our America” into the twenty-first century.

Tracy Devine Guzmán Tracy Devine Guzmán holds a Ph.D. from Duke University.  Her work appears in the Bulletin of Latin American Research, the Journal of Latin American Cultural Studies, the Latin Americanist, and other specialized publications in the U.S. and Latin America.  She is working on a book that examines the role of indigeneity in the Brazilian cultural imaginary.
* * *

Friday, April 10–Professor Eduardo Negueruela <enegueruela@mail.as.miami.edu>
“Detectives in the Classroom: L2 Development and the Sociocultural Mind”

Abstract: This presentation outlines the theoretical, methodological, and pedagogical implications of adopting a sociocultural understanding of the human mind in the field of Second Language (L2) Teaching and Learning. Based on Vygotsky’s theory of conceptual development (Vygotsky, 1986) and Galperin’s Systemic-Theoretical Instruction (STI), Professor Negueruela argues that L2 development should be constructed as a conceptual process. He begins by proposing an alternative sociocultural representation of the human mind. Then, he considers the methodological implications for research and data collection that a Sociocultural understanding of the mind and L2 development offers. Finally, basic pedagogical implications for the L2 classroom are explored. The paper concludes by proposing that the critical moment in second language development is mediation through tools of the mind -specifically mediation through concepts. Through studying conceptual mediation in second language teaching and testing, we are not only able to assess second language development from a prognosis stance but we are also able to capture the essence of the mediated mind.

Eduardo Negueruela holds a PhD from the Pennsylvania State University, and is Assistant Professor of Spanish Second Language Acquisition at the University of Miami. He works on Sociocultural theory, Spanish second language acquisition, and Foreign Language pedagogy. He is currently working on a monograph entitled Second Language Development and the Sociocultural Mind.
* * *

Friday, April 24 – Professor Subha Xavier, <Xavier@miami.edu>

“From ‘littérature-monde’ to ‘littérature migrante’: Towards a Theory of Migrant Literature in French
Abstract: In the Fall of 2006, 33 writers from the French-speaking world signed a manifesto in favor of a World Literature in French to replace the concept of “Francophonie.”  The Manifeste pour une littérature-monde argued that the term “Francophonie” betrays neocolonial tendencies that continue to relegate works from former French colonies and beyond to a literary periphery where France still occupies the center. This paper considers the viability of Littérature-monde as a new way of categorizing and studying literature by tracing the term back to its German and Anglo-American antecedents in order to argue in favor of yet another literary classification that might offer a way out of the impasse that is “Francophonie” today. In devising a theory of Migrant Literature in French, Professor Xavier works through the current debate to suggest new ways of approaching French language texts that do not subscribe to colonial or national schemas.
Subha Xavier is currently at work on a book-length manuscript theorizing migrant French literature entitled The Economy of the Migrant Text: Theorizing a French Literature of Immigration. She has published articles on migrant authors Ying Chen, Dai Sijie and Leïla Sebbar and has forthcoming articles on Tahar Ben Jelloun, Mehdi Charef and Alain Mabanckou.
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