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Author of more than 35 books of fiction, poetry, theater, and essay – from Harrouda published by Denoël in 1973 to Au pays which will be released by Gallimard in March 2009 –,  Tahar Ben Jelloun, who writes in French and is translated in over 40 languages, is considered as a major literary and intellectual figure of our time. Novels such as Moha le fou, Moha le sage (Seuil, 1978), L’enfant de sable (Seuil, 1985), La nuit de l’erreur (Seuil, 1997), among many others, along with his poetry (Poésie complète, Seuil, 1995), have been internationally acclaimed. The variety of rhetorical and narrative strategies and sites (Tangier, Naples, the Parisian “banlieues”); the dialectics of socio-historical issues (political repression, economical alienation, patriarchy), literary and visual esthetics (Caravagio,   Giacometti, Genet) and subjective themes (loving passion, aging, existential solitude); and the poetical writing of his works have been examined by critics of all scholarly fields, from post-structuralism and new historicism to gender and post-colonial studies.  In 1987, he received French most prestigious literary prize, the “Prix Goncourt”, for La nuit sacrée (Seuil). Most recently, he was awarded a Doctorate honoris causa by the University of Montreal and made “Officier dans l’Ordre de la Légion d’Honneur”, French highest civil recognition. Living today between Tangier and Paris, Tahar Ben Jelloun – who was arrested in 1966 in his native Morocco, accused of having participated into the organization of student unrest against the government, and incarcerated in a military disciplinary camp during 7 months – has relentlessly advocated for the respect and enforcement of human rights in both France and Morocco, and has been engaged in causes such as the defense of immigrants and underprivileged people all over the world,  and  in the fight against racism, xenophobia, homophobia, religious intolerance and fundamentalism,  (neo)colonialism and imperialist wars,  and all forms of prejudice, injustice and alienation. Several of his writings bear testimony of this critical engagement, including novels – La réclusion solitaire (Denoël, 1975), Les raisins de la galère (Fayard, 1996), Partir (Gallimard, 2005) – ; theater – Entretien avec M. Said Hammadi ouvrier algérien (Actes Sud, 1984) – ; essays – Hospitalité française (Seuil, 1984), Le racisme expliqué à ma fille (Seuil, 1997), L’Islam expliqué aux enfants (Seuil, 2002) – ; and poetry – Les amandiers sont morts de leurs blessures (Maspero, 1976), La remontée des cendres (Seuil, 1991). Tahar Ben Jelloun is also an influential opinion journalist who contributes on cultural, social and political issues many major European newspapers (Le Monde, Il Corriere de la Sera, El Pais, among others). 

THIS LECTURE IS PART OF THE COLLOQUIUM ON AND WITH TAHAR BEN JELLOUN THAT WILL TAKE PLACE THAT SAME AFTERNOON AT THE C.A.S. CENTER FROM 2 TO 5 P.M. (RECEPTION TO FOLLOW AT 6:15)
THIS EVENT IS ORGANIZED WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE MODERN LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES DEPARTMENT CARTER MEMORIAL FUND AND THE CONSULATE GENERAL OF FRANCE IN MIAMI.
