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Biostructural Classification Database (BCD) 
Biodatabases are becoming increasingly accessible, increasingly big, and increasingly heterogeneous. The BCD is an (ongoing) open web information system that provides a systematic and flexible approach to perform pattern classification of biological data coming from many sources. In this talk I will describe the practical problems encountered during the design and development of the BCD and the solutions implemented related to high performance, high availability, high maintainability, high extensibility, cloud computing, database federation, web services, configuration management, and integration of third-party calculated feature vectors into the BCD data mining framework. The present state of the BCD and its future direction will be discussed. The bottom question is: how general can an information system be? As we will see, not much, i.e. "very general" with a twist. 
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