
Mark Wasserman’s talk, “The New Nineteenth Century 
in Latin America” argues that this time period should no 
longer be dismissed as an unfathomable “age of 
chaos” and that its succession of colorful military     
leaders, such as Mexico’s Antonio López Santa Anna or 
Rio de la Plata’s Juan Manuel de Rosas should not be 
portrayed as either villains or heroes. Instead, this     

century is being redefined as the beginning of a golden age for the 
downtrodden.   
 
Wasserman is a Professor of History at Rutgers University, 
where he has taught for more than thirty years. He has six 
publications on Mexico and on Latin America in        
general, including the co-authored Latin America and Its 
People with Cheryl E. Martin. He is currently working on a 
new book, Pesos and Politics: Business, Elite, Foreigners, 
and Government in Mexico, 1854-1940.”  
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