Re-visioning Latin American Studies
For the 21st Century

Sonia E. Alvarez is Leonard J. Horwitz Professor of Latfin
American Politics and Studies and Director of the Center for
Latin American, Caribbean, and Latino Studies at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts at Amherst. Before arriving at
UMass, Alvarez taught Politics, Latin American Studies, and
Feminist Studies at the University of California. In Brazil, she
has been Fulbright visiting professor at the State University of
Campinas, visiting scholar at the Federal University of Santa
Catarina, and coordinator of the Rights and Social Justice
Program for the Brazil Office of the Ford Foundation. Be-
tween 1998 and 2004, she was director and co-principal in-
vestigator in the "Hemispheric Dialogues” Program at the
UCSC, a project aimed at bridging Latin American and
Latina/o Studies. Alvarez also served on the national advi-
sory panel of the Ford Foundation’s “Crossing Borders, Re-
thinking Area Studies” Initiative and is on the editorial advi-
sory boards of several feminist and Latin American Studies
journals. From 2004 to 2006, she served as President of the
Latin American Studies Association.

She is the author of Engendering Democracy in Brazil:
Women's Movements in Transition Politics and co-editor of
The Making of Social Movements in Latin America: Identity,
Strategy, and Democracy, and Cultures of Politics/Politics of
Cultures: Re-visioning Latin American Social Movements.
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