Project Proposal:


This summer I plan to conduct field-based research for forty-five days in the Northwestern provinces of Bokeo and Louang Namtha in the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR). The objective of my research will be to determine the socioeconomic impacts that shifting agricultural production processes from subsistence-based rice farming to market-oriented rubber production have on Lao farming villages. The transition, which has been highly influenced by Chinese rubber companies, has had a range of socioeconomic effects on farming villages.


My study will be set up as a comparative analysis of three farming villages that differ in terms of the length of time that they have been farming rubber. One community will still be dependent on subsistence farming. Another will have been farming rubber for less than eight years (the time it takes for rubber trees to yield latex). The third will have been farming rubber for over eight years. My research will be carried out primarily through direct observation and interviews with local officials, farmers, and village leaders. I will also visit the Lao branches of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), World Bank, and NGOs to attain additional literature and data that has not yet been published. 

The proposed research project will be informed by an extensive literature review, which I will complete during this spring semester. Both the literature review and preparation for the research will be conducted under the guidance of Dr. Claudio Delang, Assistant Professor of Geography and Resource Management at CUHK, who has previously done fieldwork in the uplands of Lao PDR. His experience and contacts will be advantageous towards adequately preparing me for conducting successful research. I have also spent time traveling through Laos and have some familiarity with the country and an idea of what conducting research there might entail. Additionally, Lao PDR law requires that a research assistant (who will double as a translator) from the sponsoring institution (the National University of Laos) accompany me for all research done in the country.

In addition to enhancing my understanding of the socioeconomic impacts of rubber production on villages in Northwestern Laos, the experience will be an invaluable lesson in conducting field research. It will also benefit my academic career by providing data for my senior thesis and possibly master’s thesis in graduate school. What is most important, though, is how this research will benefit the villagers of Northwestern Laos. Due to a lack of research on the topic, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that work with upland Lao villages are under-informed with regards to the best way in which to help. By sharing my findings, they will be better informed concerning how best to help the local populations. Additionally, at the end of my research I will present my findings to the National Agriculture and Forest Research Institute (NAFRI) of Laos. I will also submit a report to NAFRI, the ADB, the World Bank, and NGOs to contribute to the scholarship on how changing agricultural production systems affect socioeconomic development in Northwestern Laos and possibly elsewhere.

Proposed Project Budget:

Project length: 45 days

Salary for research assistant: $10/day x 45 days = $450

Accommodation for myself: $7.5/day x 45 days = $337.5

Accommodation for research assistant: $7.5/day x 45 days = $337.5
Food for myself: $10/day x 45 days = $450

Food for research assistant: $10/day x 45 days = $450
Motorcycle rental to get to villages: $5/day x 45 days = $225

Gasoline for motorcycle: $1/day x 45 days = $45
Miscellaneous (research visa, office supplies, travel supplies): $100
Overland transportation from Vientiane to study site and back for myself: $52.5

Transportation for research assistant: $52.5
Total: $2,500
